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IS 11:1-10; ROM 15:4-9; MT 3:1-12 

 A couple of days ago I was walking along a road.  I had just crossed a bridge over a river, and on 

the other side there was a step incline leading down to the water.  On the edge of the incline there was a 

large bushy tree - I thought “wow that sucker’s really holding on,” then instinctively looked down to its 

base.  What was clear was that this bush used to be a large tree with about a 18  inch wide trunk that had 

been cleanly sawed off.   Maybe because it was on the edge of the incline, maybe it was too close to the 

bridge, maybe it had a split or disease - but it was obvious someone had cut it down and left it for dead.  

However, there were many, many shoots that had come up from the stump since that time, some of 

which are now 4-6 inches in diameter and putting out their own branches - this tree was felled, but it 

wasn’t dead  Where once there was a single trunk now there were many shoots, with branches off the 

shoots, not a slender tree, but a wide bush taller than my head going out in every direction. 

 This made me think of the first reading: On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of 

Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom.  This “stump of Jesse” represents the royal dynasty of 

Israel.  Long before Jesus came, David (whose father was Jesse) had been anointed king of Israel by 

God, and God had promised that his dynasty would last forever - but in only a short time it wasn’t 

looking good.  After David came his son Solomon, who had started sliding away from God, and after 

him his son Rehoboam who ruled for less than 20 years before the whole kingdom fell apart and the 

position of the king of all of Israel was basically abolished.  A flaming crash after three generations - 

hardly an eternal dynasty.  The tree of Jesse had been a diseased and split tree that seemed to have fallen 

and rotted away.  But the prophets had spoken of a new beginning, a new shoot to come from the 

apparently dead tree, a restoration of the dynasty in a way that was not the same. 

 Instead of a reign of strife (which characterized the wrecked dynasty and the imprisonments and 

wars that followed for the Jews)  the picture pained by prophecy was one of peace, harmony, one where 

God would reign and bring all things into one.  In Isaiah, after many symbols of harmony and peace the 

prophet says: There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be filled with 

knowledge of the LORD, as water covers the sea.  In Advent we look forward to the birth of Jesus where 

the king comes into our world, and also to the second coming of Jesus when this kingdom of peace will 

be firmly established, but what do we have to look forward to now? 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Isaiah/11:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Romans/15:4
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/matthew/3:1


 In God’s time, the final establishment of the dynasty has already happened (remember for God 

all things are happening at the same instant).  Jesus, a descendent of David has taken over the throne.  

We celebrated that feast of Christ the King just before we began Advent.  However, for us, who live in 

time, things that are instantaneous for God play out over the course of many years.  Jesus’ birth at 

Christmas took place before our birth, and his coming the second time will … most likely … happen 

after our death.  So what is there for us who are in between?  The key is the birth, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus.  Rather than just taking a throne in heaven, the immaterial invisible God comes first into our 

world, takes on human form and human flesh.  He sacrifices Himself for us and through the resurrection 

of that Body, it is transformed.  Jesus is now with us in a unique way - all those who are baptized and 

joined to that Body, in His presence in His spoken Word, and in the Eucharist.   

 Jesus’ presence flows to all of us through the Sacraments, and it is like the sap in that stump I 

saw on the side for bridge.   When we take in communion - the Body and Blood of Christ - and we 

receive it worthily, and believe in it, and pray to let it work in us - then we are nourished and can begin 

to experience the peace of that kingdom that now exists in heaven.  If we open ourselves in prayer and 

Sacrament to the power of Christ, we become the branches sprouting off of Him the vine - like the 

branches of the stump I saw were many and going off in every direction. This is what Paul is speaking 

about in the second reading when he says: May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to 

think in harmony with one another … that with one accord you may, with one voice, glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He is speaking of the share of the kingdom that we can experience now 

through sacramental union with Christ and then bring to the world through our witness and actions. 

 Being able to experience the peace of that Kingdom, being able to spread the effects of that 

kingdom in the world before the second coming is all made possible by a birth in Bethlehem many years 

ago.  When John says today: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand! this is what he is talking 

about.  This kingdom that is at hand (or about to come) is the presence of the eternal kingdom that we 

are able touch in our own time  But notice that John says to repent.  The freer we are from sin, the more 

closely we can join to the sinless God; and the more we free ourselves from the barriers of that sin, the 

more the power of Christ can flow to us.   It is a joyful and hopeful repentance that unbinds the branch 

and lets the sap flow.  For our turning from our sins only points us in the direction of that kingdom of 

peace.  A kingdom that, even now, is moving in this crazy world; a Kingdom that John the Baptist calls 

us to repent and join today.


